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Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou Me 1 feed My sheep. Wherefore, though there were many Apostles, yet in respect of the princi-pate the See of the Prince of the Apostles alone has grown strong in authority, which, though in three places, is yet the See of one. For he himself exalted the See in which he deigned to rest and end his life. He himself adorned the See to which he sent his disciple as evangelist. He himself established the See over which he presided for seven years. Since, then, it is the See of one and one See, over which by Divine authority three bishops now preside, whatever good I hear of you, that I impute to myself. And if you believe anything good of me, impute that to your merits, for we are one in Him who says: That they all may ~be one, as Thou, father, art in Me and I in Thee, that they also may "be one in us" So again he wrote to the same correspondentx : " There is something which binds us in a peculiar way to Alexandria, and compels us to have a special love for it. For every one knows that the blessed Evangelist Mark was sent to Alexandria by St. Peter, his master. You and I, therefore, are bound together in this unity of the master with his disciple, so that I seem to preside over the See of the disciple through the master, and you over the See of the master through the disciple." Similarly, writing to the Patriarch of Antioch, Gregory concluded with a phrase found in the longer recension of St. Ignatius's Epistle to the JEjohesians, adding: " These words you see I have taken from your letter and inserted in my own, that your Blessedness may understand that the holy Ignatius is not yours alone, but ours also. For just as his master, the Prince of the Apostles, belongs to us both in common, so it is right that the disciple of that Prince should be both ours and yours." 2 And again, " Lo! in your old age your Blessedness labours under many tribulations ; but remember in whose chair you sit. Is it not his to whom it was said: When thou art old, another shall gird thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldest not ?" 3 But it is unnecessary to multiply quotations.4 The theory, it seems likely, commended itself to Gregory, less on account of its own merits than as a means of winning the adherence of the Apostolic Patriarchs in the controversy with the See of Constantinople, which had
1 Epp. vi. 58.                         2 Ibid. v. 42.
3 Ibid. viii. 2.                        4 See ibid. viii, 28; x. 14; xiii. 44.